PROPOSED
CITY CHARTER

CITY OF VALDE2Z

Prepared by
Charter Commigsion
December 1, 1960



PREAMBLE

WE, the People of the City of Valdez, of the State of Alaska, grateful

to God for the freedoms we enjoy, deeply conscious of the responsibilities
and self-discipline they entail, and desirous of continuing the privilege
of self=govermment under the Home Rule provisions of the Constitution of
the State of Alaska, do ordein and establish this Home Rule Charter for

the City of Valdez.



CHAPTER 1
GENERAL PROVISIONS:

CONTINUATION OF EXISTING CORPORATION
~ Section 1.1. The City of Valdez shall continue as a municipal

corporation under the name: "The City of Valdez."

FORM OF GOVERNMENT
Section  1.2. The government of the city shall be that commonly

known and designated as the Mayor-Council form.

BOUNDARIES |

Section 1.3. The boundaries of the city shall be the boundaries as
established and on file in the records of the Clerk at the time this charter
becomes effectiye or as such boundaries may be changed thereafter in the

manner authorized by law.

POWERS OF THE CITY

Section 1.4, In this charter no mention of a particular power shall
be construed to be exclusive or to restrict the scope of the powers which.
the city would have if the particular power were not mentioned. The charter
shall be liberally construed to the end that the city may have all powers
necessary .or convenient for the conduct of its municipal affairs, including
all powers that cities may assume pursuant to the provisions of the state
constitution.

Section  1.5. The city may exercise all powers not prohibited by law

or by this charter.

EFINITIONS AND CONSTRUCTION

Section 1.6, Except as otherwise specifically defined herein or |
ndicated by the context, words used in this charter shall have their :
ordinary dictionary meanings. -

(a) "Board" includes the word "Commissioner "

_J(b) "Capital improvement" means a public improvement of a

permanent nature. |

(c) "City" means the City of Valdez.

(d) "Code" means the Code of Ordinances of the City of Valdez,

including all amendments and additions.
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(e) '"Council'" means the City Council of the City of Valdez.

(£) "“Elector" means a qualified elector, as defined in Article V of the
Alaska Constitution, who is registered as required by the Code.

(g) "By lav" as used in this charter denotes applicableifede;al law, the
Cohstitution and statutes of Alaake,'tbe applicable common law, and this charter.

(k). .-"Local improvement" means public 1mprovement epecially beneficial to
the property affected, and the abatement of such unsafe, unsightly, unhealthful,
or unsanitary conditions as the Council shall determine to be a pnblic‘nuisance.

(i) "Person" extends and gpplies to bodies politic and corporate, and to
partnershipe and associations as well as to individuals.

(3) "Public improvement" means improvements to or in conneetion,with the
streets, sidewalks, parks, pleygronnde, buildings,’sewer systems, water systems,
harbor facilities, and eny ‘other reel ptoperty or appurtenancea theteof of the
- city used by the public. R

- (k) "Publié'utilit&" includesxelileommon carfiere in the public streets,
wvater, sewage disposal, electric light, central heeting,.gae, electric power,
telephone and telegraph lines and systems, garbage collections, garbage'dis-
posal end teduction plants, docka, and such other and different enterprises as
the law or the Council ‘may determine to be or designate as public utilities.

(1) "Publish" or "published" includes the setting forth of any matter for
public notice in the mauner provided by law, or, where there is 'no applicsble
law, publishing at 1eaat once in one or more newspapers of the city qualified
'by law fot the publication of legal notices and posting on the Official City
Bulletin Board designated as such by the City Council.

(m) “Sign" or “signature" includes the facsimile of a signature when
authorized by the Council.

(n) All words indicating the present tense are not limited to the time of
the adoption of this charter, but may be extended to and include the time an event
or requirement occurs to’ which any prcvision is applied ‘

(o) The singular includes the plural, the plural includes che singular, and
the masculine gender extends to and includes the feminine gender‘and the neuter,

(p) "Shall" is mandatory, "May" is permisaive.

(qQ) "Emergency" means a situation 1n which exiete a neceeeity to preserve

public peace, health or safety.



RECORDS TO BE PUELIC

Seetion l.7. 2411 records relating to the general govermmental
affeirs of the city sﬁéll be public records unless otherwise provided by
law., They shall be kept in city offices, excepf vhen required for official
reasons or for purposes of safekeeping to be kept elsewhere. They shall be
available at city offices for inspection, copying, or reproduction at
reasonable times. Such records, or copies duly certified by the Clerk,
shall be prima facie eviderice of their contents.

QUORUM
'~ Section 1.8. A quorum of any board created by or under asuthority of
this charter shall, unless otherwise provided, consist of a majority of the

number of its members.,

SUNDAYS AND HOLIDAYS

Section 1.9, Excspt ;s otherwise provided in this charter whenever
the date fixed by law or ordinance for the doing or completion of any act
falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday, such act shall be done or

completed on the next succeeding business day.

PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS . A

Section 1.10. Violations of this charter, the code, or any ordinance
of the city may be punished by a fine wﬁicﬁ shall not exceed Three Hundred
Dollars, or by imprisonment for not more than thirty days, or by both such
fine and imprisomment,

NOTICE TO CITY OF CLAIM FOR INJURIES

Section 1,11.

(a) The city shall not be liable in damages for injury to perscn or
property b& roason of negligence of the city, unless, within one hundred
twenty days after such injury occurs, the person damaged or his representa-
tive causes & written notice to be served upon an officer of the city upon
whom process may be served by law. Such notice shall state that such person
intends to hold the city liable for such dameges and shall set forth
substantially the time and place of the injury, the manner in which it
occurred, the nature of the act or defect complained of, the extent of the
injury so far as known, and the names and addresses of witnesses known to

the claimant.



(b) No person shall bring action against the city for damages to
person or property arising out of any of the reasons or circumstances
aforesaid, unless such action is brought within the period presoribed by
law, nor unless he has first presentdd to the Clerk a claim in writing and
under oath, setting forth specifically the naturs and extent of the injury
and the amount of damages claimede The Clark shall refer such claim to the
Council for action at the next regular meeting.

(¢) Failure to give notice of injury or present & dlaim within the
time and in the manner provided shall bar any astioti upon such claim;

(@) This section shall not be deemed to waive any defense of immunity
which the.city may‘have from claims for damages arising out of negligence,
but shall apply in all cases where such defense is not available to the city.

CHAPTER AND SECTION HEADINGS

Section 1l.12. The chapter and section headings used in this ocharter
shall not be considered & pert of the charter for the purpose of judicial
construction or otherwise.

SEVERABILITY OF GHARTER FROVISIONS .

Seotion lel3. If any portion of this charter is held to be invalid,
such invalidity shall not affect the remainder of the charter; énd to that
end, this charter is declared to be severable. '

CHAPTER IT
OFFICERS
CITY (FFICERS
Section 2.1.
(&) The elective officers of the city are the seven Councilmen,
(b) The appointive officers of the city are the City Clerk, end the
City Attorney. - |
(¢} The administiation officers are all officers of the city other

than elective officers and appointive officers.

ELIGIBILITY FOR ELECTIVE CITY CFFICE

Section 2.2,

{a) To be eligible to file a nominating petition for election to a
city office, a person shall be an elector of the city and shall have been a
resident of the city or of territory annexed to the city, or shall have hed

a combination of residence in the city and in the annexed territory for a
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period of not less than one year preceding the date of the filing of such
petition. e

(b) A person éppdinfed.to fill a vacancy in an elective office must
~have such qualifications at the time of his;appointment.
(c) The Council shall be the judge of the election and of the qualifi-

cations of its members.

PERSONS INELIGIBLE FOR CITY OFFICE OR EMPLOYMENT

.8ection 2.3, A person who holds or has held an eiectivevcity office
shall not be eligible for appointment to an office or for employment for
which a salary is paid by#the city until one year has elapsed following the
term for which he was elected or appointed. An exception may be made with

the approval of four or more members of the Council.

NOTICE OF ELECTION OR APPOINTMENT
Section ..2.4. The City Clerk shall mail to each person elected or
appointed, a certificate of election or appointment within five days from

the time of election or appointment.

COMPENSATION OF OFFICERS

Section 2.5 The compénsation for the service of each city offiocer
and employee shall be the amount fixed by the council,

Section 2.6, The oampéhsétion of the mayor and councilmen shall be
determined by ordinence. No increase in the compensation of the mayor and
councilmen:shall take effoct until the council meeting following the first

general city election after the increase is ordered.

QATH OF OFFICE

Section 2.7. Every officer of the city before entering upon his
duties shall take the oath or affirmation required by Section 5 of Article XII,
Constitution of the State of Alaska. The Counoil may require designated
employees to take such oath before entering upon their emplo&ment. Oaths of
office shall be filed with the City Clerk.

SURETY BONDS
Section 2.8; In order to protect the city and the public, the Council

may require appropriate surety bonds of officers and employees. The premium
of such bonds shall be paid by the City.
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GIVING OF SURETY BY OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES FORBIDDEN
Section 2.9, No officer or employee shall give or furnish any beil,
bond, or recognizance, nor shall he be the agent of any bondsman in connec-

tion with any bond which may be required by law or by the Council,

VACANCIES IN CFFICE

Seetion 2.10,

(2) A city office shall become vacant upoh the ocourrence of any of
the followingt

(1) the expiration of the term of office;

(2) the death of the incumbents

(3) a resignation when approved by the Council;

(4) e temoval from office in the manner provided by law;

(5) coasing to possess at any time the qualifications or
eligibility required by this charter for election or appointment
to office; | |

(6) finai conviction of a felony involving moral turpitude,
or an offense involving a violation~o£ an oath of office;

(7) a judicial determination that the incumbent is of unsound
mind}

(8) a decision of a competent tribunal declaring the election
or appointment of the incumbent void;

(9) failure to take the oath or make the affirmation, or file
the bond required for the office within ten days from the date of
election or appointment or within such other time, not exceeding
twenty days thereafter, as the Council may fix;

(10) any other event which, by law, creates a vacancy.
(b) The Council shall provide in the code for creating vac#ncige
in eléctive offices because éf failure\to perform the duties of officep

Such provision shall be self-exscuting.

RESIGNATIONS
Section 2,11« Resignations of officers shall be made in writing and
filed with the City Clerk, who shall immediately notify the proper officials

concerned,
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REMOVAL FRQM OFFICE

Section 2.12,

(a) The Council may remove,by an affirmative vote of at least
four members,the City Clerk, the City Attorney, and members of boards,
regardless of term of office. The person 80 removed from office shall
have the right to a public hearing before ‘the Council concerning the
cause for his removal.

" (b) City employees shall be protected from arbitrary discharge by

code provision.

» _fSeetion,wé.laa An elective officer may be recalled. fThe:vaoancy
thereby created shall be filled in the manner prescribed by law.

FILLING VACANCIES
. Beotion. 2:1be: . ' .

(a). If a vacancy occurs in an elective office, except in the ‘case of
recall, the Council shall f£ill the vacancy by appointment within thirty
days thereafter.. :If the vacancy occurs less' than twenty-four hours prior
to the last date and time set for filing nominating pétitions for offices
to be filled at the next regular meeting of the Council next following
such reguler city election, it shall not be filled until_the first regular
meeting of the Council next following such regular city election. Each
such appointment shall be for a term ending at the next regular Couneil
meeting following the next regular city election.

(®) If a Vacancy occurs in an appointive office, such vacancy shall
be filled within forty—fiVe days thereafter in the manner provided for
making the original appointment. Such time may be extended, forppot‘more
than an'aoditional ninety days, by Counecil reeolution setting forth the
reaaone’therefore | |
DELIVERY OF OFFICE TO SUCCESSOR

Section 2.15, Whenever an offlear or employee leaves an office or
employment for any reason, he shall deliver Tusrtywith to his succesaor in
the office or to the Mayor, all property of the city suwh as books, work-
ing papers, moneys and effects, which are in his custody, pocwveseion, or

controle



CHAPTER III
THE CITY COUNCIL

THE CITY COUNCIL

Seécion‘._3.i. The‘elective offices of thé City shall consist of seven
Counci lmen. EAQH~Counc11man shall be elected from the city at lérge. The term
of office of each Councilman shall be for two years and shall comﬁence on the
next r;gulatiboﬁﬁcii-meeting fbil&wing hia election. The Council shall exercise
all of the iegislative and policy-making powers of the city and shall provide
for the performance of all duties and obligations imposed upon the city by law.

Section 3.1.1. The City Council shall designate and maintain an Official

Bulletin Board, appropriately identified and centrally located.

TERMS OF OFFICE

Section 3,2. The terms of three Councilmen shall expire in even years,
and of the remaining four in odd years, counting from January 1961. When
appointments are made to fill vacancies in the manner provided by
Section 2.14,(a) of this charter, appointees shall qualify for and assume
the duties of office within ten days after appointment, unless such time

be extended for not more than sixty days by the Council.

ORGANIZATION OF THE COUNCIL

Section | 3.3. The Council shall meet and organize at the first
regular meeting following each regular city election. At such meeting
the Council shall elect from its meﬁbership a Mayor and do such other
acts as may be required for its organization and the conduct of its
business. The council shall also elect a Mayor Pro Tempore who shall
act as Mayor during the absence or‘dtsability of the Mayor and if a
vacancy occur shall become Mayor for the completion of the unexpired term.
The Council shall provide in the code for the prompt and temporary
reconstitution of the Council in the event that its membership is

reduced to less than a quorum.
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THE MAYOR
.- Section: 3.4,

(a) The Mayor shall possess all powers and shall exercise all dﬁties
provided or required of him by law or by the Council.

(b) He shall be the presiding officer of the Council.

{c) He shall be a member of the Council with all the powers and duties
of that office.

(d) He shall advise the Council concerning the affairs of the city and
make recommendations tﬁereon.

(e) In emergencies;, he shall have the powers conferred by law upon
peace officers and shall exercise such powers as chief executive officer to
prevent disorder, to preserve the public peace and heglth, and to provide
for the safety of persons and property.

(f) He shall make all required appointments subject to prior approval
of the Council.

{g) He shall not possess the veto power.

(h) He shall have a voice and vote in all the Council's proceedings.
He shall be the official head of the City for all ceremonial purposes. He
shall perform such other duties as may be prescribed by this Charter or as
may be imposed by the City Council consistent with his office. He shall

serve in such capacity at the pleasure of the City Council.

THE MAYOR PRO TEMPORE

Section 3.5. The Mayor pro tempore shall succeed to the office of
Mayor when a vacancy occurs in that office. He shall have and exercise the
powers and duties of the Mayor when the Mayor is absent or unable to perform
the duties of his office. When a doubt exists conce;niné the ability of the
Mayor to perform the duties of his office, the Council shall, by resolution,
determine whether the Mayor pro tempore shall act in the place of the Mayor.
Such détermination sﬁall stand until the Council determines that such

disgbility or inability ceases.

MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL
Section 3.6,
(a) The Council shall meet in the established Council Chambers or in

such other place as may be established in the code, and shall hold at least



two regular meetings in each month. In the selection of its meeting plsdce,
consideration shall be given to the reasonable accommodation of the public.

- «(b) Special meetings of the Council shall be held at the regular
meeting place of the Council. ‘Special meetings shall be called by the
City Clerk on the written raquest of the Mayor, or of any two members of
the: Council,"

(¢) At least six hours written notice shall be given designating the :
time and purpose of a special meeting. Such notice shall be served personally
on each member of the Council or left at his usual place of residence or
business by the City Clerk or by someone desigriated by him, A copy of such
notice shall also be delivered at the place of business of each hewspaper
printed and published in the city, but this requirement shall not be
jurisdictional to the holding of any such meeting; also, three copies of
such notice shell be posted in public places, one of these being on the-
official bulletin board as designated by the Council.

(d) An affidavit of service of any notice raquired by this section
shall be made a part of the journal of a special meeting, -

“"(e) ‘No -business ehall be transacted at any special meeting of the
Council except that stated in the notice of the meeting.

(£) A11 regular and special meetings of the Council shall be public
meetings and the public shall have 'a reasonable opportunity to 'be heard. -

(g) The Council may, after its agenda is otherwise‘completed, reeess
for the purpose of discussing, in a closed or executive session, any
question permitted by law which is expressed in the motion calling fof the
executive session, The public may be exoluded from the session, but final
actiog shall ﬁot be taken by the Council or any‘mstter discussed in execu-
tive session until the matter is placed on the egenda . o

(h) Four members of the Council shall be a quorun for the transaction:
of business. In the absence of‘s'quorum, any number less than a quorum may
adjourn a‘meeting to a later detes TV' | , ,

(1) The Council shall determine its own rules and order of business
and shall keep a journal of all its proceedings. The journal of each meeting
of the Council shall be signed by the Clerk and counter;signed by the Mayor.
The vote upon all metters considered by the Council shall be taken by "Yes"
or "No" votes which shall be entered upon record, except that, where the vote
is unanimous, it shall be necessary only so to state,
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(3J) The Council may compel attendance at its meetings of any officers or
employees of the city;  It may punish for non-attendance in éﬁchvmanner as it
may presciibe in thé code. o - |

(k) No member of fhé Council may vété on any quesLion‘upon which he has a
substantial direct or indirect financial interest. ‘Otherwise, each member of‘
the Council shall vote on each qﬁestion before the Council for determination,
unless excused therefrom by the affirmative‘vote of all remaining members able to
vote on the question. If a question is raised under this section at any Council
meeting, such question shall be determined before the main question shall be voted
on, but the Council members affected may not vote on such determination.

(1) The affirmative vote of a majority of the entire Council shall be
necessary to adopt any ordinance, resolution or motion.

(m) Any and all official City business shall be conducted at a regular or

special meeting held in the usual place designated for such meetings.

POWERS OF THE COUNCIL TO APPOINT CITIZEN BOARDS

-Section -.-3.7.-

(a) The Council may establish by ordinance, boards or commissions as in its
judgment are required and may grant to them such powers and duties as are

consistent with the provisions of this Charter.:
() There shall be & city plsmming and zoning commission which sheil consist of five

members,who shall be appecinted by the council. The City Council shall serve as ex

officio members of the ccnmiseicn., The commission shall elect its choirman from

among the appcintive members.

(¢) The term of the appointive members shall be five years, except that, of
the five members first appointed, one shall be appointed for a term of one year,
one for two years, one for three years and one for four years. Any vacancy during
the unexpired term of an appointive member shall be filled by the council for
the remainder of the term,

(d) The city planning and zoning commission shall have the authority to
prepare and submit to the council for its approval a master plan for the
physical development of the city, including the general location, character
and extent of streets, bridges, parks, waterways, and other public ways, grounds
and spaces, together with the general location of public buildings and other
public property, public utilities, and the extent and location of any public
housing or slum clearance projects. The commission shall recommend such modi-

fications of said plan, from time to time, as it deems in the city's interest.
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It shall prepare and recoqmend to the council e>ccmprehenaipe zcning ordinance,
or prcpcse amendments or revisicns thereof with such provieions ae the'

) commiasion shall deem necessary or desirable for the promotion of the health
safety, morals and general welfare of the inhabitents of the city, and shall
exercise such functions with respect to land eubdivisione, planning, and
’zcning as may be prescribed by ord1nance not inconsistent with the provisions

. of this Charter.
CHAPTER 1V
CITY LEGISLATION
INTRODUCTION, CONSIDERATION, STYLE, AND RECORDING'
~_OF CODE PROVISIONS

Section 4.1.

(a) Each proposed code provision introduced by the Couricil in written
form shall contain the enacting clause "Be it otdained by the Council of the
City of Valdez" and all ordinances proposed by the voters under their power
‘of ‘initiative, "Be it ordained by the People of the City of Valdez".

" (b) No code provision shall be introduced and passed at the same . -
meeting unless an emergency is declared by an affirmative vote of not :less
' ‘than six members of the Council.

(&) Bach code provision shall be recorded by the City Clerk.
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(d) The City Attorney shall enter and identify in the Code all code
provisions adopted by the Council. Such entry shall be érima facie evidence
of the due and proper adoptign'of all code provisions.

(e) The Mayor éhall vefify each code provision and authenticate it on
the record by his signature,

(£) All offici§1 proceedings of the city may be.placed in evidence in
all courts and tribunals by a copy thereof certified as true by the City Clerk,
under the seal of the city, in addition to other methods provided or permitted

by law.

PUBLICATION OF CODE PROVISIONS(

Section 4.2, Each code provision shall be published in the manner

provided by this Charter.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF TAXATION CODE PROVISIONS
Section 4.3, No code provision which provides for or establishes a
tax shall become effeétive.for at least thirty days after é&;ption by the

4.

Council,
TIME LIMIT FOR PROSECUTION OF CHARTER OR
CODE VIOLATIONS

Section 4.4, No prosecution for the violation of this charter or of
the code shall be commenced after the expiration of two years following
commisgsion of the offense, unless the accused has fled or remained beyond
the boundaries of the city. The period of time during which the accused

remains outside the municipal boundaries shall not be counted.

DUE PROCESS TO BE ACCORDED
Section 4.5, All proceedings relative to the arrest, custody, and
trial . of persons accused of any violation of this charter or of the code

shall be conducted so as to accord due process of law to the accused.

INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM
Section 4.6, A code provision may be initiated or a referendum may
be had on any act of the Council in the manner and subject to the limitations

set forth by law.
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CODE PROVISIONS ADOFTED BY THE INITIATIVE

Section  4u7. o -

(a) A code provision adopted by the initiative procedure may not be
amended or repealed by ﬁhé COuncil~for a period of two years after the date
of the election at which it was adoptéd. |

(b) Should two or more code provisions adopted at the seme election
have conflicting provisions, the one receiving fbé largest #:firmative vote
shall prevail. | |

COUNCIL ACTION

Section 4.8, The filing with the Mayor of a sufficient referendary
petition within thirty days after the passage of théuaot of the Qouncil to
which such petition refers shall automaticélly suspend the operation thereof,

pending repeal by the Council or final determination by the electors,

BUILDING AND ZONING REGULATIONS 4 B

Section 4.9. To provide fof thé health; safety, and welfare of
citizens within the city, £he Council shail prévide for comprehensive
building and zoning regulations,

ABATEMENT OF NUISANCES

Section 4.10. The Council shall provide in the code for the declara-
tion and abatement of nuisances which may be offensive or tend to endanger
the health and welfare of the publie, and for the assessment of the cost
thereof against the property upon, or in respeet of which the nuisance

exists,

PORT AND HARBOR JURISDICTION
Section 411, The Council shall regulate the use and development of
all waters and sutmerged lands which are subject to the jurisdiction of the

citye.

OTHER MUNICIPAL SERVICES

Section 4.12. The Council shall provide for the furnishing of such
municipal services as it deems necessary for the protection of the health,
safety, welfare, and morals of the public. When the interests of the oity
so require, the Council may authorize plans or agreements for reimbursing

the city in consideration of furnishing any of such services to tax-exempt
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persong or agencles, whether private or governmental.

CHAPTER V
THE ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE
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CHAPTER V
THE ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE

THE COUNCIL TO PROVIDE FCR
THE CITY ADMINISTRATION

Section 5.1, The Council shall provide in the code for the organiza-
tion of the ddministrative offices and departments of the ecity and shall
prescribe their duties and functions.

EMERGENCY ADMINISTRATION

Section 5.2, In order to assure continuity of city services and
administration in periods of emergency resulting from war or disaster, the
Council shall provide in the code for the prompt and temporary succession
to the powers and duties of administrative officers and departments when
such officers and departments are unable to carry on their respective
powers and duties,
ADMINISTRATIVE COFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES—e
APPOINTMENT, TERMS AND COMPENSATION

Section 5.3

(a) The City Clerk and the City Attorney shall be appointed by the
Council, They shall hold office for indefinite terms at the pleasure of
the Council,

(b) Members of city boards shall serve for the terms provided by law.

(e¢) The Council shall provide in the code for the employment of city
personnel on the basis of merit and fitness.

(d) Thers shall be no discrimination on the grounds of race, color,
religion, or national origin in the selection, discharge, and flxing the
terms and oconditions of employment of city personnel.

CITY CLERK

Section 5¢4e

(a) The City Clerk, or his authorized representative shall be
clerk of the Council. He shall attend all meetings of the Couneil and
shall keep a record of lts proceedings.

(b) He shall record and certify all actions of the Council.

(¢) He shall have power to administer all oaths required by law.

(d) He shall be custodian of the city seal and the official records
of the citye. ‘
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(e) . He shall give to the proper officials emple notice of the expira-
tion or termination of .any term of office and when necessary, the conditions
or requirements of all bonhds, franchises, contracts, or agreements.

(f) He shall be the registrar of the ecity and shall be responsible .
for the calling and supervision of all city elections, unless otherwise
provided by lawe-. .. a3 : e

(g) He shall perform.such.other duties in connection with his office .
as may be required of him by law or by the Council.

CITY ATTORNEY

Section 5.5, _

(a) - The City Attorney shall act as the legal advisor of and be.
responsible to the Council, He shall advise the Clty.(lerk concerning. .
legal problems affecting the city administration. _ _

(b) He shall perform such other duties as may be presecribed by the

Council.

CITY FISCAL AGENT

Seéiion 5.6; 'TﬁéjCouncil shall p&oﬁidé in thé code for the colleﬁtion,
receipé;'and custd&yvof taxes, moneys, and things of value belonging to the
city and for’aﬁ.édmihistrati#e officer who shall be responsible therefor.
EMPLOYEE BENEFIT PLANS

Section 5.7+ Any benefit plans provided for officers and employees _ .
by the Council .shall be actuarially sounde Membership in any(;qtirament?.
system which may be adopted by the city shall constitute a qop@:actual
relationshipe. Accrued benefits of any retirement system shall not be

diminished or impeaired.

CHAPTER VI

. BUDGET PROCEDURE AND GENERAL FINANCE PROVISIONS

FISCAL YEAR
Section 6.l. The fiscal year of the city shall be as established by
the Counéii, unless otherwise bfdvi&éd”b§miéd.'» S I
BUDGET STATEMENT OF CITY o »
Section 6.2, During or prior to the sixth week preceding the first

day of the fiscal year, a budget proposal for the next fiscal year of the
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city shall be prepared. Such budget proposal shall set forth the recommenda-
tions for ahd'on analysis of the anticipated income and expenditures of the -
city during the next fiscal year, together with comparative figures showing -
the estimated corresponding amounts for the current year and comparisons
with the previous year. The oropoéédfeipendftures set forth in the budget
proposal shall not exceed the expected revenues of the City. Unencumbered
funds remaining at the end of the cﬁfrént‘ffacal'year may be reallocated

for the purposes set forth in the budget proposal.

BUDGET ADOPTION PROCEDURE

Section 6.3,

(a) The budéotfbfooosol”ahall'be reviewed by the Council and shall be
available for public imspecticn in the office of the City Clerk.

(b) The Council shall direct that a public hearing on the budget
proposal be held riot less than one week before its final adoption. A notice
of the public hearing shall be published at least one week prior to the
date of hearing.

(c) At a regular meeting held not less than ten days prior to the end
of the fiscal year, the Council shall, by resolugipn! adopt a budget for the
following year, the Council shall, by resosution, qdopt;a bgdgo: for ohe o
following fiscal year and make an appropriation of the money needed therefor,

(d) 1If the Council does not adopt a budget prior to the third day
preceding the commoncoﬁent of the next fiscal yeaf; the budget proposal
shall become an appropriation and the budget for the fiscal year’ ‘without"

1

further Council action. \

BUDGET CONTROL

Section 6.4,

(a) Unencumbered appropriation balancea may be transferred within a
department by the Council ‘at any time on ita own initiative' the Council
may transfer unencumbered balances from one office, department, or agency
to another, ‘ \ . v .
(b) There shall be submitted pertodically to the Council information j_

comparing estimated and actual revenues and expenditures to the end of the

preceding month,



WITHDRAWAL OF FUNDS

Section 6.5

(a) A1l funds drawn from the treasury shall be drewn pursuant to the
authority and apprbpriation of the Council, l

(b) The Council shall prescribe the method for the disbursement of
city funds,

INDEPERDENT AUDIT

Section 6.6 An independent audit shall be made of all accounts of the city
at least annually and more frequently 1f deemed necessary by the Council. The
annual audit shell bs mede by s certified public accountant firw ewpleved by the
Council ard shall be completed within ninety deye following the clcse cf the [ige

cal year. An analysis of the swiit shall be published by the Council.

CHAPTER VII
“TAXATION
TAXATION BY ORDINANCE
Section 7.,1. The Council shall provide in the code for the annual

assessment, levy, and collection of city taxes.

EXEMPT IONS

Seetlon 7.2 The power of taxation shall never be surrendered. Ko
exemptions from taxation shall be allowed, except such as are expressly
provided by law. Private leaseholds, contracts, or interests in land or
property owned or held by the United States, the State, or its political

sub-divisions, shall be taxable to the extent of the interests.

ASSESSMENT DAY |

Section 7.3. The taxable status of property sﬁall be determined as
of the first day of Jamuary, or such other date as may subsequentiy be
required by law, which shall be the assessment day. Values on the assess-
nent roll shall be determined according to the facts existing on the
assessment day for the year for which the assessment roll is made,>and no
change of the status of any property after that day shall be considered by
the Council when acting as a board of equilization. Standards of appraisal

shall be followed by the Councll when established as a board of equalization.
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Standards of appraisal shall be followed by the Council when established by
law.

SECURITY FOR TAXES ON RBAL PROPERTY N

Section 7 4, The city shall have a first lien upon all real property
against which tsxes are assessed for the taxes snd any collection charges,
penalties, snd 1nterest which may accumulate thereto, which lien shsll |

continue until the taxes are paid.

PROTECTION OF CITY S REAL PROPERIY TAX LIENS
Section | 7 5. The city mey protect its lien for taxes upon real
property by sale at tax sale, or by purchasing the real property at any tax

sale or other public sale, or by direct negotistion with the owner, Any such
procedure shall be deemed to be for a public purpose. Hhen the'city hes
acquired an interest in real property to protect a tax lien thereon, the
ovner of any interest i{n such real property may redeem the same by psying‘
the delinquent city taxes and all accrued charges, penalties, and interest
thereon, After the city has held any tax delinquent real property for one

year, it may hold the same for public use or sell it at public auction to

_the highest bidder,

SECURITY FOR TAXES ON PERSONAL PROPERTY

Section 7.6, City taxes on personal property shall be a debt to the
city from the persons to whom they are assessed. If any person to whom such
taxes are assessed fails or refuses to pay the taxes, or if the collecting
officer.reasonably believes that any person will not pay such taxes, the -
taxes and accrued charges, penalties and interest may be collected by a
personal action in the ndme of the city against the person to whom assessed
in a court of competent jurisdiction, or by distraint snd)sele of any
personal property of the person assessed Neither of the remedies herein

given shall be exclusive of the other at sny time

CHAPTBR VIII ‘
SPECIAL ASSBSSMENTS AND PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS

GENERAL POWER RELATIVE TO SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS
AND PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS

Section 8.1,

(al TheACOaniI'shall'have”the phuer“to'nake"public”improvements,
including local improveuents,'uithln“the'c{ty and,’to'thelextent permitted
by law, outside the city. The Council nsy.determine the necessity for any
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public improvement, and may determine that the whole or any part of the

cost thereof, including the cost of plans, épecifications, administration,
engineering, architectural, and legal expenses, and of the acquisition

of property in connection therewith, shall be levied by special assessments
upon the property specially benefited thereby. When more than one lot or
parcel of land is to be specially benefited, the project shall be considered.
as a special assessment district.

(b) Any special assessment for local improvements against property
benefited shall be in proportion to, and shall not exceed, the value of.
the benefit received from the local improvements. The Council shall esta-
blish the method of apportioning such benefits.

(c) 1If protests as to the necessity of a local improvement are made
by the owners of préperty which will bear fifty percent or morevof the
estimated cost of the improvement, the public impro§ement shall not pfocéed
until the objections have been reduced to less than fifty percent, except

upon the approval of at least five members of the Council.

DETAILED PROCEDURE TO BE FIXED IN THE CODE

Section 8.2. -The procedure for local improvements may be commenced
by the Council either on its own initiative or upon receipt of a petition
in the manner provided in the code. The Council shall prescribe in the code
the complete special assessment procedure for local improvements and for
agreements fofifurnishiﬁg capital improvements and the extension thereof
in lieu of assessmeﬁt.i For local improvements, such code‘provision shail
include and require the following:

(1) the procedure for filing petitions for local improvéments;

(2) a survey and report concerning the need for, desirable extent
of, and estimated cost of each proposed local improvement;

(3) a public hearing by the Council on the necessity for the local
improvement; .

(4) a resolution of the Council determining to proceed or not to
proceed with the proposed local improvement;

(5) a public hearing by the Council on the special assessment roll
for the local improvement;

(6) publication of notice of each hearing required by this section
in a newspaper published within the qity and by first class mail to persons .
whose names appear on the current assessment‘roll as owners of real property
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within the special: agaéssment ‘district;

(7) a resolution confirming the special assessment roll for the local
improvement. - ° . it o
EXPENDITURESFBEFbﬁi FﬁﬁbéufOR
IMPROVEMENT ' ARE 'AVAILABLE o Ll e

Section ° 8;3.~'Novexpendituresytetherfthan-for'administretive,tengineer;.
ing, and legal work for any local improvement, the cost of-which is to .be .
borne by special assessments on the property benefited, 'shall be made unless:

the cash is on hand or bonds have been authorized to finance the cost thereof.

CORRECTION‘O§‘INVA£iD éPﬁCInL ASSESSMENTS

Section 8. 4 If any special assessment procedure of the Councill
shall be irregular or invalid for any reason, the Counc11 may correct the
same at any time within ninety days after the confirmation of the special
assessment roll or after final determination of any litigation thereon,
whether before or after the complet1on of the local improvement to which
the special assessment applies. If payments of spec1a1 assessments have
been made under the irregular or invalid procedure, such payments shall be
credited to payments ‘required under 'the corrected procedure, or in the

alternate, the Council may provide in the code for the payment of refunds.

LIMITATIONS ON SUITS AND ACTIONS
Section 8.5. No special assessment orocedure shall be contesten
by any action at law or in equity, unless commenced withxn sixty days aftery
the confirmation of the special assessment roll therefor. If no such action
be so commenced the procedure for such local improvement shall be conclusiveiy

presumed to have been regular and complete.

LIEN FOR AND COLLECTION OF -SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS

Section 8.6,

(a) The city shall have a first lien upon all real property against
which special assessments are assessed, and any such lien shall be of the
same character, effect, and duration, and shall be: enforceable in the same
manner as the lien for city taxes.

(b) The Council shall provide procedure in the code for the collection. :
of special ‘dssessments and the collection charges’, penalties, and interest -

which shall be added for the delayed or delinquent payment thereof.: AR
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RECEIPTS FROM SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS

Section 8.7. Accounﬁs for special dssessment rolls shall be created
and kept separate from all other city accounts. Moneys collected from
special assessments shall be used solely to pay the cost of the improve-
ments to which they apply and to the principal of and interest on indebted-

ness of the city.

ALL REAL PROPERTY LIABLE FOR SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS

Section 8.8. All real property, idcldding such as is exempt from
taxation by law, shall be liable for the cost of local improvements assessed
in accordance with this chapter, unless specifically exempted f;om special

assessments by law.

CHAPTER IX

INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS

AGREEMENTS FOR TRANSFERRING POWERS

Section 9.1, Agreements, including those for cooperative or joint
administration of any function or power, may be made by the Council with
any local government, with the State, or with the United States unless
otherwise provided by law. The Council may transfer to the borough of
which the city is a part any city power or function unless prohibited by law.
Such transfer shall not take effect for ninety days following approval by the

Council. The Council may at any time revoke the transfer.

COOPERATION WITH OTHER GOVERNMENTS

Section 9.2. The city may cooperate with the United States, with
the State or its political subdivisions, or with other States and their
political subdivisions on matters of common interest. For this purpose

the Council may make all necessary appropriations.

CITY REPRESENTATIVES ON BOROUGH ASSEMBLY

Section 9.3. The city shall participate in borough affairsT The
Council shall elect from its membership the city's representatives on the
Borough Assembly. It shall also elect alternates, any of whom may serve
in case of the temporary absence of representatives.
VACANCIES IN OFFICE OF REPRESENTATIVES
ON THE ASSEMBLY

Section 9.4. Any vacancy in the office of city representative on
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the Assembly shall be filled by the Council within thirty days after such
vacancy,d¢99;§;
COMPENSATION OF REPRESENTAIIVES
ON THE ASSEMBLY

Section ' 9.5. Compensation received by city representatives .on:the
Assembly shall not constitute compensation from the city and shall be retained:

by such representatives.

n.‘ . GHAPTER X. T R4 .(’

ELECTIONS = -

REGULAR CITY ELECTION
Section 10.1. A regular city election shall be held annualiy‘oh thé

first Tuesday in October or such other date.as the Council may provide in

the code. The date of holding regular city ‘elegtions may not be changed by

the Council at any time less than one year prior to the date of the first

regular city election affected.

SPECIAL CITY ELICTIONS

Sectivr 10.2 The Commedl ghall. provide in the code for the calling of apeew
igl elections. MNet less than twvemiy deys notice sball be given of sach special
slection. The notioe shadl.be pullished sni atate the.purpose of the elsctiom.

QUALIFICATIONS OF ELECTORS
Section 10.3. |
(a) To be eligible to vote at any city election, a person shall be
registered as an elector of the city. The Council shall prescribe in the
code the procedure for the registration of electors by the City Clerk and
his authorized representatives. Every resident.of the city may register as an
elector of the city within the time prescribed in the code if he is, or will
be, at the time of the election:
(1) a citizen of the United States, :
(2) at least nineteen years of age,.
(3) able to §peak or tead the EnglisﬁAlanguage as pre;cribed by
. S o _ . ,
(4) immediately preéeding the eiééﬁion,‘for one yeﬁrﬁA'resident
of Alaska and for thirty days a resident of the election district in
which the city is located.
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(b) Only persons who are registerad as elsctors of the city and whose
names appear on the tax rolls of the city shall be entitled to vote on
questions of the borrowing of meney by the city when the principal and
kinterest on such borrowed money is to be paid by taxes or by special assess-
ments levied against property.

(¢) The Council shall provide in the code for absentee voting by
registered electors who are infirm or 111 and by thbée who will be out of
the city for the entire time that the polls are bpen on eleotdon day.

(d) No person shall be disqualified frém voting at a city eiectioh
merely because of a change of his.residehbe within %hé eity.

(e) The Council shall provide in the tode for tﬁé purity of electione
and the preventioh of fraudulent voting. N |

ELECTION PROCEDURE
Section 10.4.
(a) 411 elections of city officers shall be nonpartisan., The Council
shall provide by ordinance for:
(1) the nonpartisan nomination of candidates for elective city
offices.,
(2) the printing and custody of ballots;
(3) +the appointment and.payment of necessary election
personnel;
(4) the conduct of city elections;
(5) the counting and canvassing of ballots cast;
(6) the procedure for the recounting of ballots cast in the
event a recount is demanded;
(7) the declaration of results of elections;
(8) all other matters necessary for the holding of city-

elections,

TIE VOTE
Section 10.5. In the event of a tie vote, the Council éhall determine
the succesaful candidate by lot. Such determination shall be fihai.lw

2



CHAFTER XI
MUNICIPAL BORRCWING

GENERAL AUTHORIZATION TO BORRCOW MONEY

Section 11.1. |

(a) The City shall have the power to borrow money for any public |
purpose and to issue 1ts evidences of indebtedness therefor. Such evidence
of indebtedness shall include, but not be limited to those enumerated in the
following three categoriesz |

(1) Bonds for capital improvements authorized by the Council
and ratified by a majority of the electors qualified under
Section 10.3(b) and who vote thereon, voting at any reguler or
special election;

(a) General obligation bonds, the principal and interest

of which are payable from taxes levied upon the taxable real

and personal propérty in the city, and from any other scurces

of revenue and for the payment of which the.full faith and credit

of the city are pledged without limitation as to rate or amount;

(b) Special assessment bonds, which are issued in anticipa~
tion of the payment of speclal assessments, or any combination
of two or more special assessments, which bonds shall be both
an obligation of the special assessment district or districts
and a general obligation of the clty;

(¢) General obligation bonds which are also secured by

the revemue from a revenue-producing utility, such bonds being

issued for the acquisition, comstruction, or improvement of the

utility;

(2) Revenue bonds which are secured only by the reverue-
producing public utilities and do not constitute a general obligation
or debt of the city. Such revemue bonds shall be authorized by the
Council end ratified by a majority of the eleeters quelified under
Section 10.3(a), | |

(3) Those bonds and other obligations which may be authorized
by the Council and do not require ratification by the qualified
electors of the City;

(a) Revenue or tax anticipation notes which may be issued
in anticipation of the collaection Of any xovewmas, includimg
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taxes, in or during the current fisecal year of the City, for
the purpose of meeting appropriations during the years

(b) Disaster bonds or notes to be issued in case of fire,
flood, wind, explosion, wer damage,; volcanic action, earthquake,

... or other calamity for the preservation and rehabilitation of
municipa) capital improvements, in a sum not to exceed two
percent of the assessed value of all the real and personal
property in the city, and due in not more than ten years;

(e¢) Notes for loans from accumulated reserves of the city
on a definite plan for the repayment thereof and of interest
thereon as provided by the Council; |

(b) Bonds or notes on which a vote of the electorate is not required
may be authorized by the Council. No such bonds or notes shall be‘issued,
however, until not less than thirty days have.passed from the date ofn;
Council authorization. The purpose of this'section is to provide the
electors of the city an opportunity to exercise their right of referendum.“_
Disaster bonds or notes may be issued immediately upon receiving proper
authorization by the Council.

(¢) Each bond or other eridence of indebtedness shall contain on its
face a statement Speoifying the purpose for which it is issued. No officer
of the city shall use the proceeds thereof for any other purpose, except that
whenever the proceeds of any bond issue or a part thereof remain unexpended
and unencumbered for the purpose for which said bond issue was made, the
Council shall authorize the use of such unexpended and unencumbered funds
only in accordance with the following order or priority: ’

(1) for the retirement of such bond issue, |

(2) if such bond 1ssue has been fully retired, then for the
retirement of other bonds or obligations of the city, |

(3) for any other public improvement purpose or purposes of a
like nature, ' -

(&) if such funds‘cannot be used as above permitted, then in
any other mammner determined by the Council, '

(d) No bond or other evidence of indebtedness of the city, regardless
of type or purpose, shall bear interest, either directly or indirectly, at

a rate exceeding the maximum permitted by law.
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(¢) All bonds and other evidences of indebtedness of the city shall
be signed by the Mayor ‘and countersigned by the Clerk under the seal of the
city. Interest coupons shall be executed with the facsimile signature of the
Clerk. »

(£) A complete and detailed record of all bonds and other evidences of
indebtedness shell be kept by an officer desighited in the code. Uﬁon the
payment of any bond or other evidences of indebtedness, the same shall be

marked "Paid", or otherwise cancelled on its face.

LIMITATIONS UPON BORROWING POWER

Secticn 11.2 _

(a). Do ocutstaniing gemeral cbligstion indebtedzessef the city izexyred fer all
publio_pgrp.ue- shall not at any time exceed fifteen percent of the sssegmed valus
of all the real and persoral property in the city exclusive of pressnt bopded indebe
tedness of the City for Alaska Public Works projects, completed as of the date of
Jamuary 1, 1961. The restrictions imposed by law on contracting dedt shall met sp-
ply to debt incurred through the isswance of Tevemus bonds vhen the only geewrity
is the yevenmws of the enterprise, nor to bonded indebtedness to be paid frem speo-
12l sssessments on benefited property, ner to yefunding indebtednsss. In determin-
ing the debt linit of the city, there shall be dedusted from the smount of the owte
standing bonded indebtednsss any amounts credited to or on deposit for dedt metire.
ment and any portion of reserve fumis or aceounts plodgod to the pn;non‘ of the
principal smoumt of any uﬁictnnding bonded indebtedness. Monsy may be borrowed for
reasons of disaster, as permitted by Section 11.1 (b), beyond the 1imit impossd by
this section, and the Council shall, at the time of the authorisation of such in-
debtedmeas, provide for the fulfillment of other requirements of law relative teo
inourring such indebtedmess.

(b) Exvept when delay is caused by litigation, or vhen a bond issus has been
authorised to be issusd in two or more parts or series, if any bonds are not sold,
the authorisation of any unsold bonds may be veided at any time by a Counadl reses
lution, If amy bomis are not sold within ten yoara after suthorisation, sush euthe
orisation shall de mull and veid as to the bends widch yensin wnweld,
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CHAPTER XII
' _ CONTRACTS
AUTHORITY OFFCOﬁﬁCIL
Section 12t1.
(a) The poWef to authorize the making of contracts on behalf of the
city is vested in the Council. o |
(b) A11 contracta, except as otherwise provided in Section 12.2 hereof,
shall be authorized by the Council and shall be signed on behalf of the city
by the Mayor and the City Clerk, after having been approved as to form by the

City Attormey.

PURCHASE AND SALE OF PERSONAL PROPERTY

Section 12.2, The Council shall establish by ordinance the procedure for
the purchase and sale of personal property. Such procedures shall include a pro-
vieion for centralized purchasing on behalf of the city. The procedures shall
also provide the dollar limit within which purchases and sales of personal
property may be made without securing competitive bids, and the dollar limit
within ﬁhich purchases may be made without specific Council approval. Such
procedures shall also provide for the making of emergency purchases and
contracts which shall not be subject to Section 12.3 (c) of this chapter when

an emergency exists.

LIMITATIONS ON CONTRACTUAL POWER

Section 12.3.

‘(a) The Council shall have power to enter only into contracts which, by
the terms thereof, will be fully executed within a period of five years. This
limitation shall not apply to contracts concerning interests in real property.
Any contract, other than a franchise, which will not be fully executed within
a period of five years shall first receive the approval of a majority of the
qualified electors of the city who vote thereon. This restriction shall not
apply to any contract for services with a public utility or with other
governmental units, nor to contracts for debt secured by the bonds or notes of
the city. - .. - e

(b) The Council shall provide in the code the procedure whereby the city
may purchase, sell, lease, or dispose of real property. No action of the
Council to sell, lease or dispose of any city interest in real property shall be
final until the resolution to do so has been on file in the-offiice of
the City Clerk for thirty days and notice of such filing published concurrently,
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(¢) Except as authorized by Sectiee 12;5, each contract for the construc-
tion of public improvements or for the purchase or sale of personal property
shall be let only after opportunity for competitive bidding and after appro-
priate notice thereof of not less than two weeka. All bids shall be opened.
in public at the time and place designated in the nofice of letting. The
Council may reject any or all bids. If; after opportunity for competitive
bidding, no bids are teceived.or bids received‘are'not satisfactory to the
Council, it may negoéiate for e?concract in‘the.opeh market, The Council may
waive any and all irregularities.

(d) The Council may approve contracts for engineering;'architecturai;
legal, medicel, and other professional services for the city without compeéifive
bidding. Such:cqntracts shall not exceed .two years, except for completion of

work in progress under architectural or engineering contracts.

BUSINESS DEALINGS WITH CITY ‘

Section 12.4. The Council shall provide in fﬁe code the procedure whereby
an officer or employee of the city, who 1ntends to heve business dealings with
the city wheréby he may derive 1ncome or benefits other than those provided as
remuneration for his official duties or the duties of his employment, shall'file
with the City Clerk a statement, under oath, setting forth the nature of such
business dealings and his interest therein, not less than ten days before the
date when action may be taken by the Council or by any officer or agency of the
city upon the matter involved. Such statement shall be sufficient for continuing

ONe \/ea,r&
transactions of a similar or like nature for sdsssmmsmiss from the date of its

filing.

CHAPTER XIII
. PUBLIC UTILITY SERVICES

GENERAL POWERS RESPECTING MUNICIPAL UTILITIES

Section 13.1. The city shall have all the powefe not prohibited by law
to acquire,:own, operate, promote, and regulate public utilities, either
within or beyond its corporate limits, and may also sell utility services
beyond its corporete limits.
RATES

Section o 13.2,

(a) The Council may provide by ordinance for the establishment of utilities
and may p:qyideﬁfor their regulation, prometion, control, and the fixing of the
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rates to be charged, so that each utility will be financially self-sustaining,
1£ possible.

(b) No agreements shall be made for utility services outside of the city
which will return to the city less net revenues than it realizes for the same
services within the city. Increased rates for utility service outside of the
city may be established by the Council.

(c) . Transactions pertaining: to ‘the ownership ‘and operation of ‘each
municipal utility shall be recorded in a separate group of accounts, which shall
be classified in accordance with generally accepted accounting practices. An
annual report shall be prepared to show the financial position of'éach city
utility and the results of its operation. - Such reports shall be available for

inspection at the office of the City Clerk.

COLLECTiGN OF MUNICIPAL‘UTILIT?_RAmgs AND CHARGES

Section 15.3 The Counc;i shg}l providg:in.;he code for the collection of -
rates and charges for public utility services furnished by the city. When any
person fails or refuses to pay ;o the city any sumsﬁdue on utility bills, the
service upon which suqh delinquéncy exigts may be discontinued and suit may be
brought for the colle;tion thereof.
DISPOSAL OF MUNICIPAL UTILITY PLANTS AND
UTILIT? PROPERTY _

Section 13.4. ‘Thé Council may sell, lease, or otherwise dispose of a
municipal utility oriof‘prbperty and.§nterest in property used or useful in the
operation of a ufiiit& only éfter é pr§posicion to do so is approved by three-

fifths of the electors of the city voting on the proposition.

PUBLIC UTILITY FRANCHISES

Section 13.5. The city‘mgylgrant a franchise to any person for the use of
the streets, alleys, bridggé, easéments, and other public places of the city for
the furnishing of any pubiic utility service to the city and its inhabitants.
Public utility franchigses and renewals, amendmants,_andtgxtensions thereof shall .
be granted only byvconﬁtact. Public uti;jty franchises shall include provisions
for fixing rates and charges;_and may provide for reaﬂjusgmenterthereof at periodic
intervals. with respect to any pﬁblic utility franchise granted after the effec-
tive date of this charter, whether or ﬁot so provided in the granting conmtract,
the city may: | |

¢)) terminafé tﬁe same for fhe violation of any of its provisions, for the

misuse or non-use thereof, for failure to comply with any proviaion thereof, orx
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any regulation imposed under authority of this charter or of the code;

(2) require proper and reasonable extension of plant and the maintenance
thereof at the highest practicaeble standard of efficiency;

(3) establish reasonable standards of service and quality of products,
and prevent unjust discrimination in service or rates;

(4) require continuous and uninterrupted service to the public.in accor-
dance with the terms of the franchise throughout the entire period thereof;

(5) impose other regulations determined by the Council to be conducive
to the health, safety, welfare, and convenience of the public;

(6) require the public utility to permit joint use of its property and
appurtenances located in the streets, alleys, bridges, easements, and public places
by the city and other utilities, insofar as such joint use may be reasonably
practicable and upon payment of reasonable rental therefor; and, in the absence
of agreement, upon application by the pubiié utility, provide for arbitration of
the terms and conditions of such joint use and the compensation to be paid
therefor;

(7) require the public utility to pay any part of the cost of improvement
or maintenance of streets, alleys, bridges, easements, snd public places, that
arises from its use thereof, and to protect and save the éity harmless from all
damages arising from such use; and

(8) require the public utility to file with the City Clerk reports
concerning the utility and its financial operation and status and to file with
the City Clerk such drawings and maps of the location and nature of its

facilities as the Council may requéat.

LIMITATIONS ON THE GRANTING OF FRANCHISES

Section 13.6 No franchise shall be granted by the city for a term
exceeding twenty years and no exclusive franchise shall éver be granted. Each
franchise shall include a provision requiring the franchise to take effect
within one year after the adoption of the ordinance granting it, An irrevo-
cable franchise ana any extensions to or amendments to such a franchise‘may be
granted by the city only upon approval of at least three-fifths of thé votes
cast with respect to such proposition at a general or special election in the
city. Such irrevocable franchise shall be subject to the conditions set
forth in Section 13.5. An irrevocable franchise may be approved by the Council

for referral to the electorate, only after a public hearing has been held
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thereon and after the grantee named therein has filed with City Clerk his

uncondi tional acceptance of all terms of franchigse. No spec;al election for such
purpose may bg prdeted_by thg\Council, unlegs tﬁe‘estimaced expense‘of holding
such election has first»bggp pa%d to the fiscal officer of the city_by the

grantee. In case a balance remains in the amount paid, after the expenses of

__the election are deducted therefrom, such balance shall be repaid to the grantee.

PECCEDUHE O GEANTTNG FRANCFISES
Section 13,7. All franchises and any renevels,extensions and gmendments theretc,
shall be granted only by ordinance. Every contract granging a franchise,license,or

right to occupy or use streets,alleys,bridges,public places, or easements,shall re-
main cn file with the Lity Clerk for public imspection,in its final form for at least
thirty days before the final apprcval thereof,or the approval thereof fcr referral to
the electors of the city. In the case of renewals of franchises for $erms of ten

years or longer,the memewal of said franchise must be approved by a majority of all

qualified foters two (2) years before the expiration date of such franchise.
SALE OR ASSIGNMENT OF FKANCHLSES ™~ ~~7/*~ ™™ “"~"' txsees o7 ~—m connims gA1LHLEL

Section 13.8. The grantee of a franchise may not sell, assign, sublet,
or allow another to use the same, unless the Council giveé its consent. Nothing
in this section shall limit the right of the grantee of any public'utility
franchise to mortgage his property or franchise, nor shall it restrict the rights
of the purchaser, upon foreclosure sale, to operate the same, except thatvsuch
mortgggee‘pr purchaser shgll be subject to ghe terms of the franchise and provi-

sions of this charter and the code.

PLANS OF FACILITIES IN STREETS AND
PUBLIC PLACES

Section >13.9. The Council may require in the code that, as a conditiqn to
the placing or installment thereof, each public utility conducting a business in
the city shall file with the City Clerk a duplicate copy of layouf”plans of
pipes, conduits, wires, and other facilities and appurtenances which are to be
placed on, under, or above the surface of the city's streets, alleys, bridges,
easements, and public places,

CHAPTER XIV

REVISION AND AMENDMENT

REVISION OF CHARTER

Section 14.1. This charter may be revised in the mannerhgrpvidgd by law.

AMENDMENT OF CHARTER

Section 14.2. This charter may be emended by proceedings commenced by the
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vote of five members of the Council or by an initiatory petition.

AMENDMENT OF CHARTER BY COUNCIL ACTION

Section 14.3. When an amendment is propoaed by the Council, 1t shall be
submitted at the time of any election to be held in the city not leas than sixty
days after its proposal by the Council or at a special election called by the
Council for the purpose of voting thereon.' Such amendment of the charter shall
become effective if approved by a majority of qualified voters voting on the

question,

AMENDMENT OF CHARIER BY INITIAIORY PETITION

Section 14.4. ‘An.initietory petition for thebamendment of this charter
shall state the proposed amendment, ehallleet forth 511 sections of the charter
to be amended thereby 1n full, shall be signed by the number of electors required -
for the initiation of code provisions, and shell be filed with the Oouncil If
the petition therefor is proper and i{n order, the Council shall submit the
proposed amendment to the electors of the city at the next regular city. election
which is to be held after ninety days following the filing of the petition.
Amendment of the charter shall become effective if approved by a majority of

qualified voters voting on the question.

SCOPE OF AMENDMENTS

Section 14, S Eech proposed amendment of thie charter shall be confined ‘to
one subject, but need not be limited to a single section. Should a subject -.: -
embrace more than one related proposition, each proposition shall be separately
stated to afford an opportunity for the electors to vote for or against each '
such proposition,
PUBLICATION OF PRCPOSED AMENDMENTS

Section 14.6. Each proposed smendment of this charter shall be published not
less than two weeks nor mcre than four weeks before the election on its ratifica-

tion,

FILING OF RATIFIED AMENDMENT

Section 14,7. Two copies of each amendment ratified by the electors of
the city shall be filed with the Secretary of State, one with the recorder of
the district in which the city is 1oeated; and one indtﬁe:afébiveelof!the cicy,?

and shall thereupon become a part of the organic law of the city,:unleee a later
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effective date 1s‘sﬁééifiediﬁénthé Couhcileribr to the eléction on its ratifi-
cation. Thereafter, -the courts shall take judicial motice of the city charter

LA P

as amended.

SCHEDULE

PURPOSE AND'STATUS OF SCHEDULE CHAPTER

Section 1. This schedule chapter is tbnprovide}an“btdéfly'tfﬁnéitién'-
from a city organized and possessing powéré'délegated to it by sfétﬁtoiyriaﬁ;'
to a constitutional home rule charter city. It shall constitute g part of this

charter only to the extent and for the time required to accopplish that end.

PRIOR LEGISLATION PRESERVED

Section 2. The Code of Ordinances of the Town of Valdez and all resolu-
tions and rules of the Council, to the extent that they are consistent with this
charter, shall continue in full force, until repesled or amended. When this
charter requires the Council to adopt or provide any code provision, any existing

provision which meets such requirement shall suffice,

ELECTION TO ADOPT CHARTER
Section 3.
(a) This charter shall be submitted to a vote of the qualified electors of

the Town of Valdez at the city election to be held on _the 21st day,of February

s lQ_éi, between the hours of 8:00 o'clock a.m., and 8:00 o'clock p.m, All
provisions for the submission of the question of adopting this charter at such
election shall be made as provided by law and the code.

(b) If a majority of the qualified voters voting on the question is in favor
of the adoption of this charter, the Town Clerk shall perform all acts required by
law to make this charter effective.

(¢) If so adopted, this charter shall take effect and become law at 12:01

o'clock a.m. on the 27th day of February 19 61,

CITY OFFICERS

Section 4. Each person who is holding an elective or appointive city
office on the effective date of this charter shall continue to perform the
duties of his office in a manner consistent with this charter, until superseded as
in this charter provided, without the requirement of any additional oath or bond.
The Mayor elected October 1960 shall become a full-fledged Councilman. Until
otherwise provided under authority of thias charter, the compensation of each
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office shall continue under and be subject to tﬁis”charter.

COUNCIL TO ORGANIZE FOLLOWING
ADOPTION OF CHARTER

Section 5. If this charterlis adopted, chg Council ghall convene in the

Council Chambers on the 27th day of February . . .. . ,,19'61, at 8:00 o'clock

p.m.,land shall organizeﬁaa_in this charter provided.

TRANSITION OF GOVERNMENT
Section ‘6. The Council shall resolve and provide‘foi all matters neces-
sary for the inauguration of the city government under this charter and the

transition from the former government of the city.

VESTED RIGHTS AND LIABILITIES
Section 7. No right or lfability of fhe City of Galdez existing on the
effective dite of this charter shéli be affected in any manner by‘the adoption

of thig charter.



Agreed upon by the members of the Charter Commission of the Town of Valdez,
Alaska, assembled in the Town of Valdez this _J4 day of _Jis. (4 » in the
year of our Lord the One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty, and of the admission of
the State of Alaska into the Union of the United States of America, the first:

MAX H, WELLS, Chairman

MARVIN BEALS ~\xa.axvv-9 gl*Jbéi,

JACK DE VAULT éw&w
ROBERT DI’IMAN /C//M . c,qﬂ o —
GEORGE GILSON M W

WILLIAM GROWDEN

OWEN JOHNSON M pbaom

FRANCIS KRCH ,//VW @/é
Lt

HELEN #i. LONG

ATTEST:
A
HELEN @&, LONG, Secretary
The Valdez Charter Commission gratefully acknowledges the capable assistance pro-

vided by the following persons in the preparation of this Charter:

Members of the office staff of the Valdez District, Divisionof Hichweys, Dept. of Public Werks

Members of the steff of the VAILLEZ BLREEZE
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